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to be made by Parliament for creating a Legislature, in
which the representatives of the people should exercise their
Constitutional authority and influence. "We do not advise
that resort should be had for these purposes to the ancient
and unaided prerogatives of Tour Majesty's Crown, because
it is not competent to Your Majesty, in the exercise of that
prerogative to supersede the Constitutionsl which Parlia-
ment has already established in the Australian Colonies.
Parliamentary intervention is therefore indispensable.
If we were approaching the present question under cir-
cumstances which left to us the unfettered exercise of our
own judgement as to the nature of the Legislature to be
established in New South Wales, Victoria, South Australia,
and Yan Diemen's Land, we should advise that Parliament
should be moved to recur to the ancient constitutional
usage by establishing in each a Governor, a Council, and an
Assembly. For we think it desirable that the political
institutions of the British Colonies should thus be brought
into the nearest possible analogy to the Constitution of the
United Kingdom. We also think it wise to adhere as
closely as possible to our ancient maxims of government on
this subject, and to the precedents in which those maxims
have been embodied. The experience of centuries has
ascertained the value and the practical efficiency of that
system of Colonial polity to which those maxims and prece-
dents afford their sanction.2 In the absence of some very
clear and urgentreasonforbreakingupthe ancientuniformity
of design in the Government of the Colonial dependencies
of the Crown, it would seem unwise to depart from that
uniformity. And further, the whole body of constitutional
* The roles with regard to settled Colonies and Colonies obtained by
cession or conquest were different, but in any case nothing but an Act of
Parliament can alter an Act of Parliament, and once a legislature is
established in a Colony, the position of the Crown is the same as its posi-
tion in the United Kingdom. (See Jenkyns' British Rule and /«ri$dic#an
beyond the Sea, p. 7.)
9 It would be interesting to know on what data the committee drew this
optimist conclusion as to the constitutional past of the British Colonies.

